
     

   

   

     

    

      

  

         

     
  

 

  

  

  

       

    

 

            

                

         

             



        

   

        

              

                

          

                

                

     

   

       

            

  



    

      

         

   

         

    

 

  

  

  

  

       

           

    

              

 

         

        

        

            

               

          

               

    

               

           

       

  



             

            

           

   

            

           

              

         

    

              

            

       

                 

          

            

             

             

             

           

                

 

             

          

                

       

              

 

                

    

             

             

             

            

          

            

               

              

     

               

            

            

         

  



               

       

             

          

               

   

             

     

               

 

           

             

 

               

  

            

         

              

          

    

            

  

   

     

   

       

    

    

        

      

              

               

             

                  

           

         

                  

               

              

               

          

  



Almost every aspect of the Los Osos wastewater treatment contains serious concerns on 

my part. The recharge of the wastewater onto the sand dunes of Los Osos will result in serious 

problems and make it non-viable on the long term as a means for groundwater recharge. The 

disposal and decomposition of the biosolids has been dismissed as not important for the 

wastewater project in the past, but this is central to the entire process, especially with the recent 

actions of Kern County and other locations banning disposal of biosolids on farm land. 

Engineers have ignored several major soil problems plaguing the wastewater piping and 

collection process and the wastewater recharge. These include major leakage from large 

diameter pipes on the major sloping hillsides of the community and the probable leakage of sea 

water into these same pipes in the low lying areas of Los Osos. This sea water leakage into the 

piping will destroy the effective wastewater treatment process and will destroy its use for future 

water reuse in Los Osos. In addition, my understanding of microbiology can provide greater 

insight into the best way to biodegrade the sewage in the treatment plant and the subsequent 

decomposition of the resulting biosolids. The processing of the biosolids has been ignored by the 

proposed sewage treatment projects prior to the Ripley Pacific report. 

Having served on the Ripley Pacific Engineer team has provided me with greater insight 

into how alternative wastewater systems can be designed and can be interfaced with our existing 

processes to optimize the process. My ethics, political and environmental courses and teaching 

have provided me with holistic ways to view the Los Osos problem to see all facets and to look 

beyond the specific problems to the overarching difficulties and potential future consequences of 

installing any particular proposed solution for Los Osos. 

In addition, I am particularly concerned about the economy of the project and hope to see 

an economic impact analysis performed on the proposed project. I want to have a project in 

place as soon as possible, but I am very aware of the problems which have occurred in the past as 

people seek a political solution without properly addressing the associated technical difficulties. 

The problems of wastewater infiltration and ground water recharge plus biosolids treatment and 

disposal are obvious examples of how these problems have been sidelined in the attempt to 

achieve a quick fix. I have seen too many projects installed based upon a quick fixes and 

resulting in the subsequent technical changes required to overcome these resulting problems. 

These subsequent changes will easily cost the community of Los Osos two to three times the total 

cost of the initial installation, and these costs could be eliminated if these problems are properly 

anticipated and dealt with in detail prior to the initial installation of the wastewater collection, 

treatment and recycling process. 

I have read and agree to follow the by-laws as listed on the web site: 

www.slocounty.ca.gov/PW/LOWWP.htm 

If appointed, are you willing to participate in the majority of meetings each year and, if 

necessary, in numerous related meetings or subcommittees? _XXX__ Yes No 

Should you be appointed, are you willing, if necessary for the particular body, to file a 

statement of disclosure as a public official under the standards set forth by the Fair 

Political Practice Commission? XXX Yes No 
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